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July 1: Pot Luck after Worship, plus talk
by Gregg Dimmick, “A Magical, Mystical,
Archaeological Tour of Europe”
July 8: SHARE Condiment Drive begins
July 9: Church Council Meeting at 6 pm
July 11: Wednesday Worship at 6 pm
July 15: Baptism for Bayler Claire Popp
July 22: Splash Sunday at Splashway
July 27: Ice Cream Social from 5-7 pm
Aug 7: St. Paul at Wikki Wikki Shaved Ice
for National Night Out from 7-8 pm
Aug 8: Wednesday Worship at 6 pm
Aug 13: Church Council Meeting at 6 pm
Aug 19: Blessing of the Backpacks,
followed by Rally Day

July 4
July 7
July 13
July 16
July 29
July 30
Aug 3
Aug 8
Aug 16
Aug 19
Aug 21
Aug 23
Aug 29

Eugene
Glenn
Robert
Amy
Jan
Dee
Tanya
Donna
Clayton
Hayley
Joan
Edith
Buddy

Got Condiments?
94th Annual
St. Paul LUtheran
Ice Cream Social
Friday, July 27, 2018
5:00–7: 00 pm
Bring a friend
or two!

Our next SHARE drive
targets condiments.
SHARE is in
need of
ketchup,
mustard,
mayo, pickles
and jellies.
The kids will pull the wagon in
July and August collecting
condiments.

St. Paul Lutheran
Parsonage Wish List
We are almost finished fixing up the
Parsonage. Please check out items on the Wish List (located in the back
of the Church) that are needed to complete the renovation.

Sewing Circle
We have been busy putting quilts together for the last few months.
We even sent a baby blanket to London!
The Sewing Circle meets at Church every Wednesday from 9am to 3pm.
Come join the fellowship!

Coupons for Servicemen
Keep the coupons coming in.
Thanks to everyone who contributes, collects and cuts
coupons out. To the servicemen and families, this is a great help.

Did You Know?
Did you know that our members of St. Paul Lutheran…





























Volunteer at SHARE
Send money, goods (ex: Undie Sunday) and food to SHARE
Send money to the ELCA for benevolence
Raised money for Hurricane Harvey flood victims
Had folks from the ELCA national and synod offices come and talk to our
Hurricane Harvey flood victims and sent monetary support
Lead and volunteer at Vacation Bible School, invited counselors from Lutherhill
to lead the 2017 VBS at St. Paul
The Women’s Sewing Circle sews blankets, quilts, pillows, walker bags, bibs, and
care bags (filled with donated items from the congregation), and donates to the
Wharton Crisis Center, nursing homes, and to friends and family members of the
church (one baby blanket even went to England!)
Send tons of coupons to military service members
Participated in the Silent Auction of Pastor Willmann’s paintings to generate
money for a donation to a school in Indonesia
Reach out and invite the community to our annual Ice Cream Social (2018 is
our 94th year!)
Reach out to the community by opening the education building for 4H, Plaza
Theatre rehearsals, bridal showers, Senior Friends lunches
Work hard fixing up the Parsonage getting it ready for rental
Have fun at Game Nights
Along with the Pastors, visit our home-bound
Participate in fundraisers to send campers to Lutherhill summer camp
Help organize and attend the fall 6-week bible study here at St. Paul
Attend Soup Supper followed by the spring 6-week Lent Series
Provide lunch and serve at the New Teacher Orientation in August
Hold a Blessing of the Backpacks before the school year
Hold Rally Day to get the school year going
Have a delicious pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday before Lent
Have a great Wurstfest at the end of October
Our Council sponsors a yummy Thanksgiving Dinner in November
Create and ride on a float in the Wharton Christmas Parade
Drive around and spread cheer by Christmas Caroling to the home-bounds and
at nursing homes
Deliver baskets and stockings of goodies to our home-bound
Have an unique type of pastoral care system by having two retired pastors serve
at St. Paul

From the Pastor’s Desk
In the feeding of the 5,000, a young man offered to Jesus five loaves of bread and two
fish, and from that, Jesus shared it and five thousand people were fed. Is this literal or
figurative? Whether or not it is a literal story, what is true is that often we have more
than enough and when we share, we are more thankful. In the story they picked up
twelve baskets full of leftovers. Kind of amazing in that Jesus started with only five
loaves of bread, and two fish!
Gratitude...being thankful for what you have is like that. You look at what you have, thank God, and find
you have more than enough. You share. You want to. It feels good. When I am thankful I find I have more
than enough, and to share.
I enjoy having "poor" friends, like homeless peoples and those who have lived without the everyday luxuries we call "necessities" in America.
A year and a half ago I found that a fellow I was teaching English over the phone grew up in a house where
he and his sisters slept on mats. They did not have beds. Until recently, I thought he only got his first bed
when he went to college. However, he told me recently, he did not get a bed until the last year and a half
when he started working in a hotel and rented a room in a boarding house with a bed.
I have a yoga mat. It is about 1/2 inch thick. I use it to do sit ups on a hard floor. It is very helpful. Comparing "mats" I learned his bed was less thick than my yoga mat I only use a few minutes a day. I
sleep on a comfortable mattress. I am thankful. However, I never was so thankful before I met this friend,
because my whole life I slept on beds, mattresses with springs.
I also have running water. He grew up without it and his parents, brother, niece and nephews and sisters
still do not have running water in the village. They still carry water from the spring for cooking and drinking. In dry season, when the well dries up, they have to make a long walk to a river to bathe or get water. There is no indoor plumbing either. Wood is carried from the forest to cook on the wood stove. You
get the picture. And, oh yes, sometimes they go to bed hungry at night and have a headache in the morning,
because they could not work getting latex from the rubber trees because it was raining, and they had no
money to buy rice .
In contrast, I have enjoyed ovens, stoves, microwaves, indoor plumbing, running water, and beds most of
my life. Keeping weight off and eating too much, has been more of a problem for me more often than having gone to bed hungry, which in my lifetime, hasn't happened unless I was on a fast and did not eat intentionally. I have much I need to thank God for.
May God help us in this wealthy part of the world to be thankful for many things which others do not take
for granted. I am thankful for my poorer friends. They help me be thankful. Better to follow them and
care about them than trying to obtain all the things I am told in advertising will make me happy...like a better car, house, clothes or whatever. Wanting these things doesn't make me happy. Being thankful for my
blessings. That makes me happy. My experience. Gratitude and making a list of all for which I am thankful, that makes me happy. My list is long. You may find in making a list, yours is longer than you might
have thought.
Blessings to each one
Pastor John Willmann

Summer Travels
Also, for a fun summer activity we will have a map of the USA to mark where all of us go for
summer vacations and get-a-ways. We pray that all will have safe travels this summer and, if
you happen to worship, bring back a bulletin of where you worshiped and place it on the table.

We Hold in Prayer…
Those in need of Healing:
R.C.

Edward

Bobby

Flossie

Alice

Amy

Camille

Josh

Christi

Gary

Jordan

Cheyenne

Jill

Helen K

Buddy

Mike K

Lee

Peggy

John

Vicky

Leslie

Mildred

Karen

Bruce

Ben

Herschel

Donna V

James
Those Who are Homebound:
Sharline, Doris, Louise, Lowe
Those Who Protect & Serve:
Trey, Jesse, Casey, Keith & T.J.
Those on their Confirmation Journey
Baylee
Those in High School:
Autumn & Ruben
Those in College:
Lance, Sierra & Jake

Christ in Our Home, Light for Today
The Christ in Our Home Magazine edition for the first quarter
of 2018 (July/August/September) is now available.
Please pick up your copy from the table
at the back of the Church.

Those Who Serve
July 1 Greeter: Amy; Ushers: Luke and Ethan, Worship Assistant: Keith
July 8 Greeter: Annie; Ushers: Ruben and Melvin, Worship Assistant: Autumn
July 15 Greeter: Lucy; Ushers: Jake and Brody, Acolyte: Eli, Worship Assistant: Sarah Beth
July 22 Greeter: Tanya; Ushers: Darrel and Eli, Worship Assistant: Gregg|
July 29 Greeter: Jenna; Ushers: Eric and Hudson, Acolyte: Eli, Worship Assistant: Luke
Aug 5 Greeter: John and Debbie; Ushers: Melvin and Glenn, Worship Assistant: Debbi
Aug 12 Greeter: Sheri; Ushers: Ruben and David, Worship Assistant: Donna
Aug 19 Greeter: Imogene; Ushers: Jake and Eli, Worship Assistant: Autumn
Aug 26 Greeter: Amy; Ushers: Melvin and Darrell, Worship Assistant: Keith

Council Members on Duty:
July–Luke and Margaret; August-Faye and Melvin
Altar Guild:
July–Jenny and Jenna; August-Mike

2018 St. Paul Council
Melvin Ganske, President
Luke Popp, Vice-President
Tanya Taylor, Secretary
Margaret Johnson, Treasurer
Eric Muegge
Faye Evans
Dee Taylor

GUIDING
PRINCIPLES
1. Jesus comes first.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
325 N East Avenue
Wharton, Texas 77488

2. Jesus welcomes everyone,
so shall we.
3. Celebrate the love of
Christ together.
4. Christ preaches through
us all.
5. Follow God’s lead.
6. People before things.

Phone: 979-532-2315
E-mail: stpaulwharton@sbcglobal.net
Website: stpaulwharton.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stpaulwharton

