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Upcoming Events
















Oct 4/Wednesday: Soup Supper at 6 pm, followed by By
Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
from 6:30-7:30 pm
Oct 11/Wednesday: Soup Supper at 6 pm, followed by By
Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
from 6:30-7:30 pm
Oct 18/Wednesday: Soup Supper at 6 pm, followed by By
Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
from 6:30-7:30 pm
Oct 25/Wednesday: Soup Supper at 6 pm, followed by By
Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
from 6:30-7:30 pm
Oct 29/Sunday: Worship followed by Wurst Fest Pot Luck
Nov 1/Wednesday: Soup Supper at 6 pm, followed by By
Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
from 6:30-7:30 pm
Nov 8/Wednesday: Soup Supper at 6 pm, followed by By
Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
from 6:30-7:30 pm
Nov 12/Sunday: Congregational Meeting followed by our
annual Thanksgiving Meal
Nov 15/Wednesday: Soup Supper at 6 pm, followed by By
Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
from 6:30-7:30 pm

october/
November
2017

BIRTHDAYS
10/2 Rose Steen
10/3 Brenda Bonewald
10/4 Jenna Popp
10/8 Kelli Ermis
10/13 Mike Kueker
10/13 Gary Bonewald
10/14 Eric Muegge
10/16 Sheri Ganske
10/31 Wanda Popp
11/10 Debbi Nuce
11/14 Bradley Bonewald
11/20 Imogene Schulz

Contact Information from FEMA
FEMA has a DRC (Disaster Recovery Center) opened
at Wharton's Civic Center which anyone can come
speak with FEMA, SBA, Legal, and Mitigation.
Below is a list of other agencies for other needs:
SBA phone number: 800-877-8339
DUA disaster unemployment: 800-939-6631
Red Cross: 877-500-8645
Need Clean Up: 844-965-1386
Texas Helpline: 211
Crisis Counseling: 713-970-7070
DSNAP: 877-541-7905
Insurance Assistance: 800-252-3439

ELCA Lutheran Disaster Relief Meeting on September 27
We are thankful for the attendance and bringing of friends to supper and a time of
reflection after the flooding in Wharton and the area last Wednesday, September 27.
We appreciated that Joe Chu from Churchwide-ELCA and Peggy Hahn, from our
Synod Office, came and shared with us some options those who experienced flooding can take to rebuild, and what other congregations are experiencing. We heard
about FEMA options and SBA Loans, administered through FEMA, for flood victims as well as business. It is good to hear that others throughout the ELCA are
with us in prayer and support.
Lutheran Disaster Response is with those suffering after disasters like that experienced here for the long term. Pray for one another, reach out to neighbors, and be
thankful for the support of strangers as God works through people to help one another.
Pastor John Willmann

Sewing Circle
A big thank you to all who continue to donate materials,
towels, thread, etc.
If you don’t feel like sewing, we can use cutters and visitors
to see what we are doing every Wednesday from 9am to
3pm. Bring a brown bag lunch and join us.
Edith Albert

Coupons for Servicemen
Please continue to bring coupons for our Servicemen.
A BIG thanks to all who helped with the cutting. Remember, these
coupons can be used up to 6 months past due date, but we need to
have them to send at least no more than four months past due.
Thank you to all who take the time to bring coupons.
Edith Albert

By Heart, Conversations with
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
Join us every Wednesday from October 4 through November 15 at
6:00 pm for Soup Supper, followed from 6:30-7:30 pm for a study
on Martin Luther using the book
By Heart, Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.
See the signup sheet in the Church for Soup Supper meals, and registration.
Cost for the book is $15 if you wish to keep the book, otherwise one will be provided.
From the Book’s Introduction: “For all the variations later generations made to
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, the core texts always included the Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, and Lord’s Prayer. Along with the chief parts that were often
found in late medieval catechisms, Luther also provided explanations of the sacraments,
a table of scripture passages for the household, prayers, and liturgical orders for baptisms and weddings. Each of these builds on what Luther lays out as the foundations of
faith. This book regards Luther’s words as already being so clear and profound that
nothing more need be added. But understanding the theology and history behind the
words can be helpful. Knowing how the Small Catechism reflects Luther’s own life and
thought can open up its proclamation of the gospel so that you can see how it seeks to
surround your own life with the same freeing word.”

Wurst Fest
Reformation Sunday on October 29
following Worship!
Bring your sausage, schnitzel, sauerkraut,
bratwurst, spatzle, or german potato salad...

Christ in Our Home,
Light for Today

The Christ in Our Home Magazine editions for
July/August/September and
for October/November/December
are now available.
Please pick up your copy from the table
at the back of the Church.

Wharton SHARE Project—Undies Sundays

A critical need for SHARE clients and other flood victims
are clean, dry undies. During Sundays in October, please
donate NEW underwear of any size for men, women, boys
or girls.
Remember, Undies Sundays donations will be collected
on October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.
Thank you St. Paul Lutheran for your continued donations
of food and money that have blessed many families at the
recover time.
Jan will place a drawer-box to collect undies in the Church
Narthex on all Sundays in October.
Please see Jan Schroeder for more information.

From the Pastors’ Desk:
What a September we have had! Floods and news of hurricanes wrecking
people’s lives and livelihoods have been one after another. Then yesterday I hear of the worst lone gunman shootings in our history. Tragedies
abound for us.
As we cope with difficult personal trials and observing the trials of others, I
want to encourage us to keep our center, our anchor, our foundation sure
and solid. We rest ourselves constantly on “God’s help in ages past and
our hope in years to come”. This hymn was one of President Franklin Roosevelt's favorites. Think of all that he had to deal with in his life- paralyzing
polio, economic depression and cataclysmic war. Think of all the times he
had to deal defeat, doubt, difficult decisions , and personal sadness. Yet,
he found his strength in looking back at all the times God had helped him
and using that memory to give him faith and hope for his future and our
country’s future.
Look back at your past. Look at the times when things seemed difficult and
despairing and look at the help of God in those times. The people and
events that turned life around for you are all there. Yes these current
events are incredibly difficult and despairing, but we are not ever helpless.
God is in the midst of us and God is our hope and our rock. Remember always the poem, “Footsteps in the Sand” www.scrapbook.com/poems/
doc/38987.html
It is a story about a man who looked back on his life and saw two sets of
footsteps in the happy paths of his life and only one in the sad times. He
asks God “Why is that you were beside me in the happy times and abandoned me in the sad times?” God replied, “During the sad times I carried
you.”
We can all look back and see how the God of our help in ages past carried
us and this is our hope for ages to come.
I encourage you to continue to gather on Wednesdays for our By Heart
conversations with Luther and each other. Even if you can only come to
one, I promise you the discussions and sharing make it well worth the time.
And then there is the food at 6:00..............
Blessing to each and everyone!
See you on Sunday!
Pastor Tart

We Hold in Prayer…
Those in need of Healing:
R.C. Albert

Edward Andrews

Bobby Bell

Flossie Blair

Martina Garcia

Abby Georig

Christi Graf

Gary Grant

Shirley Hausler

Jordan Heard

Cheyenne Henderson

Helen Kerlick

Irby Kerlick

Ellwood Kettler

Mike Kueker

Lee Lemson

Mike Mills

Vicky Quijas

Leslie Rabke

Bruce Revis

Ben Sears

Herschel Ustynik

Sheila Willmontt

Roy Zepeda

Those Who are Homebound:
Sharline Klimple, Doris Kleas
Louise Mazel, Lowe Freitag

Those in College:
Lance Hlavinka, Karlee Wright, Sierra Ganske, & Jake Popp

Those Who Protect & Serve:
Trey Sparkman, Jesse Orea, Casey Zimmerman, Keith Loop,
& T.J. Kowalik

Those on their Confirmation Journey:
Cori, Elisa, Kevin and Bayley

Those We Remember:
We remember Wendy Mills, who passed on September 30,
and pray for her family and her husband, Mike Mills

Council Members on Duty:
October- Margaret Johnson, Hayley Ragus

November- Faye Evans

Altar Guild:
October– Amy Ermis

November– Lucy Ustynik

2017 St. Paul Council
Melvin Ganske, President

979-533-1553

Tanya Taylor, Vice President

979-533-0903

Hayley Ragus, Secretary

979-533-0485

Margaret Johnson, Treasurer

979-533-4626

Eric Muegge

979-533-5252

Faye Evans

979-532-5093

GUIDING
PRINCIPLES
1. Jesus comes first.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
325 N East Avenue
Wharton, Texas 77488

2. Jesus welcomes everyone,
so shall we.
3. Celebrate the love of
Christ together.
4. Christ preaches through
us all.
5. Follow God’s lead.
6. People before things.

Phone: 979-532-2315
E-mail: stpaulwharton@sbcglobal.net
Website: stpaulwharton.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stpaulwharton

